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“Bad News Bears”
Paramount Pictures
Directed by Richard Linklater
Starring Billy Bob Thornton, Greg Kinnear and
Marcia Gay Harden
A grizzled little league coach (Thornton) tries to
turn his team of misfits and weirdos into champs.
PG-13, for rude behavior, language throughout,
some sexuality and thematic elements.
“The Devil’s Rejects”
Lions Gate Films Inc.
Directed by Rob Zombie
Starring Sid Haig, Sheri Moon and Bill Moseley
After their bloody attack on two roadtripping
couples, The Fireflys and Captain Spaulding evade
the police and head out on a cross-country killing
spree with a gang of bounty hunters on their tail.
R, for sadistic violence, strong sexual content,
language and drug use.

“The Island”
DreamWorks SKG
Directed by Michael Bay
Starring Scarlett Johansson, Ewan McGregor,
Djimon Hounsou and Steve Buscemi
A man (McGregor) selected to live in the last
uncontanminated area on the planet makes the
shocking discovery that every apect of his life is a
lie. Partnered with a fellow resident (Johansson),
he plots an escape to the outside world – which
neither of them have ever experienced.
PG-13, for intense sequences of violence and
action, some sexuality and language.

Local Theaters:
Destinta Theatres New Windsor 12 – 215 Quassaick Avenue,
NY 12552 – 845.569.0300
Fairview Cinema III – Fairview Plaza and Route 9,
Hudson, NY 12534 – 518.828.1900
Hudson Movieplex – 350 Fairview Avenue,
Hudson, NY 12534 – 518.822.1049
Hyde Park Drive-In – 592 Albany Post Road,
Hyde Park, NY 12538 – 845.229.4738
Lyceum Cinemas – 139 South Broadway,
Red Hook, NY 12571 – 845.758.3311
Regal (Hoyts) Fishkill Cinemas 10 – Route 9,
in the Hudson Valley Outlet Center, Fishkill, 845.896.1090
Regal (Hoyts) Galleria 12 – 790 South Road
in the Galleria Mall, Poughkeepsie, 845.297.1161
Regal (Hoyts) Hudson Valley Mall Cinema – 1300
Ulster Avenue, Kingston, 845.336-4188
Roosevelt Cinemas – Route 9, Hyde Park, NY 12538
Showtime Cinemas – 1124 Union Avenue,
Newburgh, NY 12550 – 845.566.8800
Silver Cinemas South Hills – 1895 South Road,
South Hills Mall, Poughkeepsie, 845.297.5516
Sony Cineplex Galleria Metroplex – 1 Galleria Drive,
Middletown, NY 10940 – 845.695.1725
Upstate Films – 26 Montgomery Street - Route 9,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 – 845.876.2515

Film Scene

Bard College
Avery Film Center, River Road, Annandale-onHudson
The SummerScape film series “William Wyler’s
America” presents the following film screenings:
Thursday, July 21, 7 p.m.: “Jezebel.”
Sunday, July 24, 7 p.m.: “The Little Foxes.”
Thursday, July 28, 7 p.m.: “The Best Years of
Our Lives.”
Tickets: $7
Information: 845.758.7388
http://summerscape.bard.edu
Children’s Media Project
Lady Washington Firehouse, 20 Academy Street,
Poughkeepsie
Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m.: Screening
of “In the Realms of the Unreal,” the story of
outsider artist Henry Darger, who was a reclusive
janitor by day and a visionary artist by night.
With dreamlike animation, poignant narration by
Dakota Fanning, and a haunting musical score,
Academy Award winner Jessica Yu fashions a bold
and beautiful film. This event is a collaboration

“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”
PG, for quirky situations, action and mild language.
Starring Johnny Depp, Freddie Highmore and David Kelly
Directed by Tim Burton
Warner Bros. Pictures Inc.
106 min.

Warner Brothers
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“Hustle & Flow”
MTV Films
Directed by Craig Brewer
Starring Terrence Dashon Howard, Ludacris and
Anthony Anderson
Rapper DJay (Howard) works the angles to get his
first record made, with help from assorted people
in his Memphis ‘hood. And when he hears that rap
superstar Skinny Black (Ludacris) is heading to his
area, he throws together a supreme hustle to grab
Skinny’s attention.
R, for sex and drug content, pervasive language
and some violence.

Left to right:
Mike Teavee
(Jordan Fry),
Mr. Teavee
(Adam Godley),
Willy Wonka
(Johnny Depp),
Charlie
Bucket (Freddie
Highmore) and
Grandpa Joe
(David Kelly)
face one of the
many wonders
in the chocolate
factory.

Dark ‘Chocolate’
The saccharine and sometimes sour worlds of Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka and
Charlie Bucket are explored with zest by director Tim Burton.

G

ood news: Tim Burton is back
doing what he does best, making
films that challenge the visual
cortex with wild imaginative flights of fancy,
unusual characters and brilliant set pieces.
With his new take on that old favorite from
the ’70s, “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory,” he has reasserted himself as one of the
few American film directors with a style and a
vision, after trying to go mainstream with the
slow and confusing “Big Fish” and the patently
awful remake of “Planet of the Apes.”
Hollywood has rarely tackled Roald Dahl
stories, possibly because they don’t fit the usual
“kid-flick” mold, though “The Witches,” “James
and the Giant Peach” and “Matilda” are the
thankful exceptions. With the recent success of
parent-friendly spoofs like “Shrek” and “Shrek
2” (which made fun of the whole genre of
Disney-fied fairy tales) and the excellent Pixar
animated films, especially the superhero spoof
“The Incredibles,” Dahl’s dark, humorous tales
of childhood fears and aspirations are ripe for
a comeback with this definitive film version of
his popular book, “Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory.” Though there is a lot to like in the
original musical film with Gene Wilder as Willy
Wonka, Burton’s version seems much more
faithful to Dahl’s original vision. And though
there is music, complete with Dahl’s lyrics, the
film is definitely not a musical.

“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” is the
story of how Charlie Bucket (Freddie Highmore,
“Finding Neverland”), an extremely poor but
unspoiled boy, wins the chance of a lifetime to
visit the famous chocolate factory owned by the
mysterious Willy Wonka (a brilliantly warped
Johnny Depp). Along with four other children
(who are microcosms of the worst our children
can be), he visits the factory under Wonka’s
guidance and learns something about life and
himself, not all of it pleasant.
“He was the luckiest boy in the world,” the
narrator says about Charlie as the film opens.
“He just didn’t know it yet.”
From the opening frame you know
you’re in a special world – a world where
the poor Bucket family live together in an
expressionistic one-room shack straight out of
“The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari.” Charlie‘s family
is so poor, they can only afford one Wonka Bar
a year as a birthday present, while Veruca Salt
(newcomer Julia Winter) is spoiled so rotten
by her billionaire father, played by James Fox
(“Sexy Beast”), that at one point she demands
he “make time go faster.” The rest of the
children aren’t much better; one is addicted
to sweets, another is addicted to video games
and another, the American Violet Beauregard
(Annasophia Robb, “Because of Winn-Dixie”)
is addicted to winning … at all costs.
Once they enter the chocolate factory,

with P.O.V., the acclaimed independent nonfiction
film series on PBS.
Tickets: Free.
Information: 845.485.4480
www.childrensmediaproject.org

Paramount Center for the Arts
1008 Brown Street, Peekskill
Thurs.-Sat., July 21-23, 8 p.m.; Sun.,
July 24, 3 p.m.: “Mad Hot Ballroom,” directed
by Marily Agrelo, is a documentary about
fifth graders from public schools in Tribeca,
Bensonhurst and Washington Heights who are
initiated into the subtle, supple arts of the tango,
the foxtrot and the meringue, with exhilarating
results.
Thurs., July 28, 8 p.m.: “3-Iron,” a Korean
film from director Kim Ki-Duk, tells the story of
Tae-suk who spends his days posting restaurant
flyers on the doors of houses. If a flyer hasn’t been
removed after awhile, he takes this as an invitation
to break in. Rather than stealing anything, he
simply stays in the empty house, repairing broken
items or washing the owner’s laundry. One day,
this gentle burglar is in for his own surprise.
Information: 914.739.2333
www.paramountcenter.org

Dia:Beacon
Riggio Galleries, 3 Beekman Street, Beacon
Saturday & Sunday, July 23 & 24, 2 p.m.:
Screenings of the early films of Andy Warhol every
Saturday and Sunday through Labor Day.
Tickets: Free with museum admission.
Information: 845.440.0100
www.diabeacon.org/prg/films
Dutchess Community College
Hudson Hall, Room 407B, 53 Pendell Road,
Poughkeepsie
A new free summer movie series offers screenings
of unique films.
Thursday, July 21, 7 p.m.: This week’s film is
“Cat People,” directed by Paul Schrader.
Thursday, July 28, 7 p.m.: “La Strada,”
directed by Frederico Fellini.
Tickets: Free
Information: 845.431.8612
www.sunydutchess.edu

Time and Space Limited
434 Columbia Street, Hudson
The following film screenings are part of TSL’s
series, “We Will Not Be Disappeared.”

Burton’s eccentric vision soars. There are
chocolate waterfalls, edible blades of grass and
the Oompa Loompas, tiny beings imported
from Oompa Loompa Land (in a marvelous
flashback that has to be seen to be believed)
who run the whole show. Through the magic
of CGI (computer-generated imagery) they are
all played by actor Deep Roy, who appeared as
Mr. Soggybottom in “Big Fish” and was the Tin
Man in the underappreciated “Return to Oz” in
the 1980s.
The fantastic production design by Alex
McDowell(“MinorityReport,”“TheTerminal”)
creates a factory filled with psychedelic visual
treats like the awesome magic elevator ride
where different rooms used to make Wonka’s
spectacular candy are creatively depicted. The
room where they make the whipped cream
was the best. “Whipped cream isn’t whipped
cream unless it has been whipped with whips!”
chortles Depp in his plum-colored frock coat
and top hat, as a cow hangs precariously
from the ceiling while Oompa Loompas
whip its cream into submission. It’s all very
strange, very original and extremely funny,
especially Depp’s outrageously eccentric
take on Wonka, whose snippy dialogue
and quick sideways glances at the camera
explain how much pain he’s really in,
underneath his jolly exterior.
Some reviewers have suspected Depp of
channeling Michael Jackson because of the
page-boy haircut, pasty skin and sardonic
grin, which is absurd, since Wonka doesn’t
even like children. Sure, he is creepy, but what
makes Depp’s portrayal so effective is that we
find out what makes him afraid to say the
word “Parents,” why his teeth are so perfectly
straight and why he is so disconnected from
the children he has spent his whole life trying
to reach with his magical candy. In a series
of flashbacks, we discover he is just another
kid whose future was ruined by his parents
(just like the four abominable children who
have won the factory tour). In this case, his
father, played by Christopher Lee, is a cold,
self-absorbed dentist who uses his son as
a guinea pig for his dental experiments.
(Think, no candy whatsoever!)
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” is
a potent indictment of modern hands-off
parenting and a wonderful fable for children
and their parents alike. Poverty isn’t as bad as
we may think, because – at least in this film
– the “poor kid” understands that strong
family ties are more powerful than all the
money in the world.
Burton, who has made some of the most
original and most popular films of all
time, like “Beetlejuice,” “Batman,” “Edward
Scissorhands” and my favorite, the Oscarwinning “Ed Wood,” has come back
from development hell with another winner.
Don’t miss it. ■
Friday, July 22, 7:30 p.m.: “Weapons
of Mass Deception” explores the coverage of
weapons of mass destruction with the findings
of a gutsy, media insider-turned-outsider, former
network journalist, Danny Schechter, who is one of
America’s most prolific media critics.
Saturday, July 23, 7:30 p.m.: “Notre
Musique,” written and directed by Jean-Luc
Godard, who for five decades has explored
the frontiers of film, constantly reinventing and
reinvigorating himself and demonstrating the
immense potential of the cinematic form. The film,
which features Mahmoud Darwish, one of the
world’s most celebrated Arab poets, uses Dante’s
“Inferno” to give a passionate, scathing indictment
of war.
Sunday, July 24, 5 p.m.: “Brothers and
Others” is a touching documentary showing
the personal stories of several immigrants and
Americans as they struggle in the heightened
climate of hate, FBI and INS investigations, and
economic hardships.
Tickets: $6; $4 students and members.
Information: 518.822.8448
www.timeandspace.org

Homeward Bounds
By Danny Lanzetta

Author Gwendolyn Bounds focuses on small
town life in her dazzling new book.

G

wendolyn Bounds is the kind of
woman you wouldn’t expect to
find in a bar like Guinan’s.
Guinan’s is the “riverside chapel” located
between the river and the railroad tracks in
Garrison. Bounds readily admits that she
wasn’t too keen on stopping by for a beer in
late 2001 when she was looking for a place
to live after the September 11 attacks on the
World Trade Center.
“I was looking for a place to live because my
apartment was right across from the World
Trade Center and was shut down,” said the
quick-talking and effervescent Bounds from
her part-time home in New York City. “We were
visiting some friends in Cold Spring and getting
ready to head back to the city, and my friends
kept saying they wanted us to have a beer at this
pub in Garrison. We said, ‘No, no, no, we have
to get back to the city,’ but eventually we gave in.
One beer turned into an afternoon of listening
to the people there tell stories, and that was how
it all started.”
Eleven days later, Bounds moved to Garrison,
and the result was literary kismet. Her ode to
Guinan’s is called “Little Chapel on the River: A
Pub, A Town, and the Search for What Matters
Most.” Bounds will be at Ariel Booksellers in
New Paltz this Saturday, July 23 when she’ll

read excerpts from her book. James B. Stewart
(not to be confused with Jimmy), author of
“DisneyWar,” will also appear. The reading
starts at 7 p.m.
Bounds said she came to writing as a career
by a “stroke of luck. I was one of those kids who
would write everything down. If I had a fight
with a friend, I would write about it.”
After graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill in
1993, she got an internship with the Wall Street
Journal – and never left.
Nearly a decade into her career with the
Journal, Bounds said she was a “rush rush
person” who rarely thought about anything
besides her job. That all changed after Sept.
11, 2001.
“(Guinan’s) was just the calmest place I could
imagine. I realized I wanted to live in a place

Gwendolyn Bounds, author of “Little
Chapel on the River: A Pub, A Town,
and the Search for What Matters
Most”
Ariel Booksellers, 3 Plattekill Ave.,
New Paltz
Saturday, July 23, 7 p.m.
845.255.8041
www.arielbooksellers.com
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… eventually we gave in. One beer
turned into an afternoon of listening
to the people there tell stories, and
that was how it all started.”
where I could wake up and be able to see green,
to walk my dog and not be so stressed out. I
wanted the chance to listen to people I wouldn’t
normally encounter,” said the author, whose
full-time home is still in Garrison.
At the center of “Little Chapel” is Jim
Guinan, a grizzled and ailing Irishman who
has owned the pub for almost
50 years. Complications from
diabetes have forced Guinan to
cede operations of the pub (and
the connected country store) to
his two children, who operate the
businesses purely out of a sense of
duty to the town and to their father’s
legacy. “I don’t know if I could do
that, myself,” said Bounds.
“Little Chapel” is a rare book, a
seemingly effortless paean to small
town life, where the prose flows as
easily as the bottled beer served at
Guinan’s. Bounds is a gifted writer
whose unobtrusive style serves as a
metaphor for the less harried way of
life that she is trumpeting. She’s not
trying to impress her readers with
her ability to turn a phrase. At the
same time, she does an excellent job
of turning real people into complex
characters with which her readers
can empathize. These are not just
cardboard-cutout characters with
gruff exteriors who will teach you
a lesson if you listen long enough.
These are real people with real flaws
and real hearts who are all bound by
their singular devotion to Guinan’s place.
It is also important to note that Bounds
did not travel to Garrison looking for a book.
“I didn’t get a book contract until November
2002,” said Bounds. “I didn’t always know
there was a book (in Guinan’s). But all the
big stories always get a lot of attention.
Occasionally, writers will stumble onto
something that truly matters. This book is
really just a love story about a place.”
Bounds did say, however, that it hasn’t been
easy giving up her old ways.
“Life is hard and we need to keep asking
questions (of ourselves). I’m still going to be
stressed out at times, but at least I’m asking the
right questions now.”
And from those questions, a breathtaking
“Little Chapel” was born. ■

The

The Rhinebeck Theatre Society and Pulse – the weekly
arts and entertainment beat are teaming up to bring you

THE FRONT PAGE
Written by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur,
“The Front Page” is a play that is considered
responsible for defining the modern stereotype of a
reporter as a hard-drinking, hard-boiled journalist
intent on uncovering truth even in the face of danger.
The comedy was a smash hit from its premiere in Broadway’s Times Square Theatre on August 14, 1928; it ran
for 276 performances.
On August 11, the three-week run of the
production kicks off at The Center for Performing
Arts at Rhinebeck, with a special program published
by Pulse. The show program will provide usual
Playbill materials about the players and the plot, as
well as some history and mission information about
the Rhinebeck Theatre Society. Don’t miss this unique
opportunity
to
reach
new
audiences,
and
support a cultural mainstay in Hudson Valley
community theatre , as Pulse will donate a portion of
the program advertising proceeds to the Rhinebeck
Theatre Society.

for details contact
Kerri Keane at Pulse
845-559-0081 • fax 559-0048
or
Rich Hack at Rhinebeck Theatre Society
845-876-5915

pulse
the weekly arts and entertainment beat
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Review: “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” by Robert Lachman
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